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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Serving God,
His Church,
His People...
Around the Clock!

Prayer List
Be sure to call the church office if you would like a pastoral visit.

Illness Members/Friends/Shut-ins
Donna Asplund
Shecter Lisowe
Rachael Peterson
Jean E. Ruege
Bill Pecha
Bill Rusch
Carrie Olson
Ken Butzin
Dorothy McDowell

Carolyn Block
Dale Coopman
Bob Schindel
Lorraine Giese
Jeff Winkler
Jean J. Ruege
Gerri Hansen
Cynthy Bourgeois
Tony Tietyen

Steven Stanek
Amber Williams
Betty Peterman
Veronica Bryner
Gabe Delzer
Monty Cassellius

To be put on the prayer list in the bulletin or newsletter,
or to start the prayer chain, we need the consent of the
person in need of prayer. If you know someone who
could use prayer, a call, or a visit, please get their consent
before letting the office know. Their name will not be put
into our publications unless they agree to it. This is the
same policy for pastoral calls & visits. If someone on the
list has had prayers answered, please let us know so we
can take their name off of the list and give a praise
report of the answered prayer! Thank you.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on
the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth
and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.” Isaiah 9:6–7, ESV
Dawn and I were in our ninth year of marriage wanting to have
children, but it was seeming that God had other plans for us.
Negative pregnancy test after negative pregnancy test and
irregular cycles that made family planning virtually impossible it
was a difficult time, more for Dawn than for me, but wrought with
disappointment. I still remember the day that she came to me
when I was working in an assisted living facility and had just
finished serving the residents their lunch. The words and the smile
that came from her with the words, “Positive!” The joy that filled us
both was great as we were coming to our tenth year of marriage
with such a wonderful thing that we would have to celebrate over
our tenth anniversary and then over a short course five more.
Christmas is the reminder of the blessing that comes to us in a
child, namely THE child who would enter creation and change the
face of the earth.
We are reminded of the father and mother in waiting in Elizabeth
and Zechariah who for so long had awaited a child in the first
chapter of Luke. This child leapt in the womb of his mother at the
sound of the voice of Jesus’ mother Mary. John we know his role
as the forerunner of the Savior as he preach in the wilderness. In
this strange season we find ourselves of Covid-19 some may feel
the tension of the celebration of the birth of our Savior and how
we can celebrate. The reality is that we are called to do as we
always do, celebrate. This celebration may be done differently in
some homes as families may avoid the large gatherings that are
customary, but, hopefully, our focus can be fixed on what we are
meant to celebrate – Immanuel, God with us, the greatest miracle
that has ever occurred – God entered His Creation. This was not
done as a simple exercise, but a reality that was meant to
transform all Creation. Our calendars reflect this event as each
year we celebrate the next year A.D. or as old documents would
write, “the year of our Lord.”
continued on the next page...
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Sometimes we may lose sight of this as we look at the trees,
decorations, music, and presents. It is a time for us to worship.
Worship as the Church, worship with our families, and worship in
our time alone. God has done something great for each and
every person who believes.
The hope that is within us is not in a simple idea or concept, but in
a person. Namely, the Person of the Son within the Triune God –
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The miraculous Creator God that is like
no other. Our God is gracious and just and offers us redemption
and not condemnation. So, as we sing the hymns, look at the
lights, and celebrate this season let His Love fill you. Let His love fill
the voids that are in many hearts as loved ones are no longer with
us. Let His love fill the cracks of our broken relationships and the
disappointments that may be in our lives. Let His love create a
wholeness in our spirits as we feel like something may be missing.
As you sing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” or your favorite
Christmas or Advent Hymn celebrate what God has done in spite
of all that which may have occurred in the past year that may
make you feel like there is little to celebrate. Christ is with us and
He is here! Let the joy that is within you through Christ Jesus shine
out and be a light in the darkness that attempts to surround us all.
Peace be with you!
-Pr. Chris Byars

COUNCIL MINUTES
Wednesday November 18, 2020
Present: Joyce Anderson, Chris Byars, Lloyd Kirsch, Gary
Lisowe, Helen Lisowe, Clara Luther, Tracy Ondik, Jan Ruege
and Miles Winkler.
Absent: Kurt Hicks.
1. President Miles Winkler called the meeting to order at
7:00pm.
2. Devotions: Clara and prayer Pr. Chris.
3. Agenda approved with additions by Clara, Tracy. M/S/C.
4. Communications: none.
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5. Secretary’s report: motion to approve by Clara, Lloyd. M/
S/C.
6. Treasurer’s report: motion to approve by Lloyd, Tracy. M/S/
C.
7. President’s report: none.
8. Pastor’s report: written. Confirmation classes are started. In
person and phone visitation is progressing.
9. Team reports:
A. Sunday School team would like to have keys during the
school year. Motion to provide by Joyce, Gary. M/S/C.
B. New proposal for screen in front of Church tabled for more
research by Clara, Lloyd. M/S/C.
10. Unfinished Business:
A. Mutual Ministry Team appointed: Gary Lisowe, Amy Myrick
and Jon Simpson.
B. Membership list update was discussed.
11. New Business:
A. Christmas: tree will be set up on November 30th, 9:00am.
Park display will be done by Darrell and Jan Ruege.
B. No action on the request from the Boy Scouts.
C. Approved request to have Youth/Kids Christmas cookie
making day on December 13 by Tracy, Joyce. M/S/C.
D. Christmas Eve services will be 3:30, 5:30, & 7:30pm motion
by Clara, Joyce. M/S/C.
E. Motion to provide a Church cell phone and computer to
Pr. Chris by Joyce, Tracy. M/S/C.
12. Miscellaneous: none.
13. Next meeting date: Monday, December 14, 2020.
7:00pm.
14. Devotions: Helen
15. Motion to adjourn by Lloyd, Joyce. M/S/C.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Helen Lisowe, sec.
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MISSION TEAM
November 11 | 9:00 a.m.
Present: Mel Reichwald, Jerry Luther, Pastor Chris, Sheri Wenzel
Old Business: October’s mission (Disaster Relief) giving was $465
Tartu academy giving (Jan-Oct) was $2,355
Thank you to all who generously give to mission every month.
Without you we cannot support these missions.

New Business: Dec. mission is Lutheran world relief. Again this year,
we'd like to send enough money to buy at least one herd of
animals to a village so they can feed themselves and generate
income.
We also worked on our missions for next year. For now it looks like
this. Jan: SAM 25 in Shawano. Feb: Belarus if Pastor Kamke goes.
Otherwise we have a few other ideas. March: Christian Outreach
in our community (more about this to come) April: Care Share
Food Pantry. May: The abuse shelters in Shawano and Oconto
counties. June: Back to School. July: Living Waters. August: WRVM.
September: Coat Drive. October: Disaster Relief. November: WE
Believe. December: Lutheran World Relief.
Next Meeting: December 8 | Time: 9:00 a.m.
Submitted by Sheri Wenzel
December’s Items of the Month for the Care Share Food Pantry:
canned vegetables & soup
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH TEAM
November 10 | 6:00 p.m.
Present: Dawn Byars, Jane Frederick, Helen Lisowe, Sharon Raatz
and Sheri Wenzel
Meeting was called to order by Sharon Raatz with a prayer.
Secretary’s Report was read and accepted.
Treasurer’s Repot was unavailable.
Correspondence: donation was received from Wanda Neinstedt.

Old Business:
1.Decided to send our college students a Devotional Booklet and
gas card this year instead of the usual CARE package.
2.We are still looking for a Treasurer.
New Business:
1.Discussed sending poinsettias to our shut-ins. Need to compile
list.
2.Also will send Christmas cards to the local nursing homes.
3.Will decide on children’s Christmas candy bags next month.
4.Will do our annual Christmas donations next month.
Adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Meeting: December 1 | Time: 6:00 p.m.
Submitted by Helen Lisowe, sec.

WORSHIP
November 4 | 3:30 p.m.
Present: Rachel Block, Joyce Anderson, Jan Ruege, Pastor Chris,
Dan Wright
Planning social distancing measures for Christmas Eve. Possibly use
Fellowship Hall for overflow. Dan will do an online survey. Christmas
Day service at 9:30 a.m.
Discussed ordering more supplies for Christmas Eve: candles,
candle holders, etc.
Advent wreath will be set up and tree decorating will be
December 2 after the Advent service.
Pastor Chris and Rachel presented the Reclaim hymnal with
alternative music and liturgy we can use.
Dan, Rachel, and Pastor Chris presented a new proposal for a TV
screen at front of church. Council action needed.
Next Meeting: December 8 | Time: 3:30 p.m.
Submitted by Jan Ruege
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POINSETTIAS
& BULLETINS
2020
*******************************************
From the Flower Shoppe, Gillett
Order deadline for Poinsettias is
Sunday, December 6, 2020
Poinsettias:
Cost of single 6-1/2” plant is $15
# of:
Color: red, white, pink
Total
_____
__________________
______
_____
__________________
______
_____
__________________
______
Do you plan on ____ taking your plant home
____ leave for display in church
Christmas Bulletins
Amount Donated: ______
Given in memory /honor of :
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Given by:
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church
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We Believe
“We Believe” is a Christmas campaign started 14 years ago.
A small group of people decided to make the holiday more
meaningful by identifying families who might be struggling
financially and providing gifts and groceries in the spirit of
the season. This year especially, we ask that you consider
supporting this program—there are many families that have
been affected by COVID-19 and could use a little extra help
at Christmas. If you cannot physically come to church to
pick up a tag, please call the office and we will connect
you with a tag from the tree.
How to help support ”We Believe”…
1. Please select a tag from the Christmas tree in our church
entry.
2. On each tag you will find a child’s gender, age, and size.
3. Buy your gift of clothes and add a toy if you so desire.
4. Please return your gift unwrapped by December 2 to the
church.
In the past we have always noticed a lack of items for
teenagers. Some suggestions would be wallets, gift cards for
gas or Subway, flannel shirts, pajama pants, basketballs,
footballs, small purses, hooded sweatshirts, bath and body
items. Any and all items for any ages will be truly
appreciated. Thank you again for your support of this
program.
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2020 CHRISTMAS SEASON
ADVENT SERVICES:
Advent services will be held at 7:00p
on the following Wednesdays:
December 2 (tree decoration after service)
December 9
December 16
December 23
All Advent services will feature the Holden
Evening Prayers, sung by Donny Svitak and
Rachel Block, accompanied by Wayne Strei.
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES:
Services will be held at 3:30p, 5:30p, & 7:30p
Communion will be served
There will be overflow seating in the Fellowship
Hall (everything that is available upstairs will also
be available in the Fellowship Hall: candles,
communion, bulletins, etc.)
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE:
The service will be held at 9:30a
Communion will be served.
This will be a pajama service—feel free to
join us in wearing your Christmas pjs!
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REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR
During Advent, it is a tradition to open each day on your Advent
calendar and receive a gift, but this year, would you please consider
giving to the Gillett Care Share Food Pantry? Below is a list of the
types of items handed out each month. We are asking families to give
one item each day to donate to the food pantry. You can bring in your
items anytime in December, or bring each week’s collections to drop
off at church each Sunday. Everything that is collected will be taken to
the pantry in January when the need is great and donations are
typically down. Thank you for your help!
December 1
December 2
December 3
December 4
December 5
December 6

can of green beans
can of carrots
can of mixed vegetables
can of corn
can of peas
can of peaches

December 7
December 8
December 9
December 10
December 11
December 12

can of pears
jar of applesauce
can of tomato soup
can of chicken noodle soup
can of beef vegetable soup
can of tuna

December 13
December 14
December 15
December 16
December 17
December 18
December 19
December 20

can of ravioli with meat
box of macaroni & cheese
box of jello
box of pudding mix
bar of soap
four pack of toilet paper
box of brownie mix
box/package of spaghetti

December 21
December 22
December 23
December 24

jar of spaghetti sauce
jar of peanut butter
jar of jam or jelly
box of cereal
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DECEmber
SUNDAY

SPECIAL
DATES

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1
5:00 PM Evangelism &
Stewardship Team Mtg
• First Day of Winter, December 21 6:00 PM Women of the
• Christmas Eve, December 24
Church Team Mtg

• Christmas Day, December 25

6
8:15 AM Bible Study & Fellowship
8:15 AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Worship Service with Holy
Communion
6:00 PM Boy Scouts

7

8
9:00 AM Mission Team
Mtg
3:30 PM Worship Team
Mtg

13
8:15 AM Bible Study & Fellowship
8:15 AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Worship Service with
Thurmont Ridge
11:00 AM Cookie Making
6:00 PM Boy Scouts

14
15
7:00 PM Council Mtg 9:00 AM Mission Quilting

20
8:15 AM Bible Study & Fellowship
8:15 AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Worship Service with Holy
Communion
6:00 PM Boy Scouts

21

22

27
8:15 AM Bible Study & Fellowship
8:15 AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Boy Scouts

28
OFFICE IS OPEN
4:00 PM Cub Scouts

29
OFFICE IS CLOSED
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2020
WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

2
3
11:00 AM Bulletin
3:00 PM Staff Mtg
Deadline
5:30 PM Girl Scouts
3:30 PM Confirmation
6:00 PM Christian
Education Team Mtg
7:00 PM Advent
Service

FRIDAY
4

SATURDAY
5

9
10
11
8:30 AM Property & COUNCIL AGENDA
Cemetery Team Mtg DEADLINE
11:00 AM Bulletin
Deadline
3:30 PM Confirmation
7:00 PM Advent
Service

12
8:00 AM Ruby's
Pantry at GHS

16
9:00 AM Food Pantry
Prep
10:00 AM Food Pantry
Distribution
11:00 AM Bulletin
Deadline
3:30 PM Confirmation
7:00 PM Advent
Service
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17
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
5:30 PM Girl Scouts

18

23
24
25
26
11:00 AM Bulletin
OFFICE IS CLOSED OFFICE IS CLOSED
Deadline
3:30 PM Confirmation
7:00 PM Advent
Service

30
31
JAN 1
OFFICE IS CLOSED OFFICE IS CLOSED OFFICE IS CLOSED
3:30 PM Confirmation
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WORSHIP ASSISTANT SCHEDULE
December 2

7:00 p.m.

Usher/Greet

Jane Frederick

December 6

9:30 a.m.

Usher/Greet
Read
Communion

Clara Luther, Jerry Luther
Clara Luther
Jim Wicker, Clara Luther, Jerry Luther

December 9

7:00 p.m.

Usher/Greet

Tracy & Trisha Ondik

December 13 9:30 a.m.
Usher/Greet
Read

Darrell & Jan Ruege, Bill & Laurel
Block
Rachel Block

December 16 7:00 p.m.
Usher/Greet

Miles & Donna Winkler

December 20 9:30 a.m.
Usher/Greet
Read
Communion

Jon Simpson
_________________________
Jim Wicker, Jon Simpson

December 23 7:00 p.m.
Usher/Greet

Laura & Jim Koenig
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December 24

3:30 p.m.

Usher/Greet
Read
Communion

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
5:30 p.m.

Usher/Greet
Read
Communion

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
7:30 p.m.

Usher/Greet
Read
Communion

Lloyd Kirsch
_________________________
_________________________

December 25

9:30 a.m.

Usher/Greet
Read
Communion

Joyce Anderson, Clara Luther,
Jerry Luther
Jerry Luther
Clara Luther, Jerry Luther

December 27

9:30 a.m.

Usher/Greet
Read

Miles & Donna Winkler
Miles Winkler

The decision to have 3 services on Christmas Eve instead of 2
has just been made, so we are attempting to fill the
schedule for all of our Christmas Eve services. Our church
may be filled with people whose churches are not having
Christmas Eve service so this is our chance to encourage
and serve them by welcoming them to our church for this
special night. We need people to greet, read, and serve
communion in the regular nave and the overflow in the
fellowship hall. Please talk to Jan Ruege, Pastor Chris, or the
office if you can help in this way.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL!
We will be having Sunday School every week, both here at
church and online! If you would like to participate in Sunday
School via Zoom, please contact the office. We can send
you the handouts through email/regular mail or you can
pick them up at church any day the office is open. We will
also have the craft ready for you to pick up during the week
if your child will be participating via Zoom.
We want you and your family to be able to hear God’s word
each week and are trying to make this as accessible as
possible. Please bear with us as we make this a viable part of
our ministry. God bless!

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING?
GOING HUNTING?
Looking for Christmas gift ideas? We have a wide variety of
GIFT CARDS/SCRIP CARDS available in the office, from $10
to $100. Every card you order earns money for our church
through the Scrip program. Stop in and see what we have!
If we don’t have what you want on hand, we can order it,
but you have to order before Monday, December 14.
Submitted by Laurie Penkivich
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A NOTE FROM THE OFFICE
As has been tradition, this Christmas season the
office will be closed during most of the days
between Christmas and New Year’s Day. Please
see the calendar for office hours that week.
Don’t forget to pick up your offering envelopes in
the lower narthex. They will be available starting
December 8.
Also, our counters will meet for the last time this year
on Monday, December 28. If you are doing any
end-of-the-year giving, please consider getting it to
the church before that date so we can include it in
our 2020 giving statements. Any donations received
after this date may be counted towards your 2021
giving. Thanks!
Last, thank you so much for all of your kind words,
visits, patience, and helping hands this year! I pray
God’s blessings on you and your families this
Christmas!
Sincerely,
Rachel Block
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COOKIE MAKING DAY!
After church on December 13, you
and your family are invited to make
Christmas cookies with us!
We will be making large batches of
3 or 4 different kinds of cookies
including sugar cookies, peanut
butter blossoms, and monster
cookies.

Lunch will be provided and you will
be able to take home some of
each type of cookie that day!
Below is a list of ingredients we will
need to make the cookies. If you’d
like to donate any items, please
bring them to the office by Sunday,
December 13.
Ingredients:
sugar
flour
powdered sugar
Christmas sprinkles
vanilla frosting
M&Ms
quick oats
chocolate chips
butterscotch chips
Reese’s peanut butter chips
raisins
eggs
condensed milk
*We will be taking health safety
precautions (masks, gloves, washing
hands frequently, etc.)
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1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
11
12
13
14
15
16
18
19
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
30

John Lockstein,
Timothy Styczynski,
Trenton Khollman
Joan Hansen
Gerri Hansen, Akeem Bates
Ilene Block, Noel Nienstedt,
Dave Ahlswede Sr
&
Judy Genke
Don Lisowe Sr, Karie Kuhn
Jazlyn Baumgarten
Malayla Heleniak, Briana Block
Billie Jo DuQuaine
Donald Genke, Donna Delzer, Ashley Schmidt
Brad Ruege
John Timm
Sharon Steiner, Brad Severson, Sawyer Frederick
Kelly Frederick
Vern Dahlstrom, Rich Gandt
Mackenzie Simpson
Nick Krause, Ella Kadlec
Jerry Winkler, Zak Peterson
Jean J. Ruege
Kevin Ruege, Heather Ondik
Mary Laskowski, Shecter Lisowe, Mehrsa Genke
Robert Kruschke
Brinley Habeck
Victor Loberger
Date
4

Years

Dan & Carol Brown

49

13 Doug & Debi Schroeder

45

15 Rich & Kari Gandt

30

27 Claire & Elaine Hertwig

62
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Which woman is mentioned most in
scripture?

A. Mary
B. Sarah
C. Rachel
Answer: Sarah is mentioned 59 times, while Rachel is second
at 47 times.

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
Cedar Tree
A species of evergreen used to decorate for
Christmas, the tall cedar tree symbolizes Christ’s
majesty year-round. Cedars of Lebanon, which
have grown to 130 feet, were known to Old
Testament people. “The trees of the Lord are well
watered, the cedars of Lebanon that he
planted” (Psalm 104:16, NIV). David’s palace and
both Solomon’s palace and temple were built of
cedar wood. The word cedar is found 75 times in
the Bible. Due to its evergreen nature and
longevity, this tree is associated with eternal life and
thus sometimes used in cemetery landscaping.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Operating Checking
Beginning Balance (10/18/2020) $38,442.90
$59,256.48
Deposits
Expenses
- $59,157.67
$38,541.71
Ending Balance (11/18/2020)
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The Worship Team has recommended the purchase and
installation of a screen for the front of church. There have
been discussions about this for a few years and the team
feels it will be a good addition to our services. Dan Wright
has put together an estimate for the purchase of everything
needed and the Worship Team has committed to helping
him run the system once installed. Please mark “front of
church display screen” on your envelopes if you wish to give
donations toward this endeavor.

THANK YOU
•

•

•

•

I’d like to give a BIG THANK YOU to Dawn Byars, Clara
Luther, and Marilyn Reichwald for helping me deep clean
the office.
Thank you to Pearl Czechan for using your Thrivent Action
dollars to buy 20 children-teen jackets and 3 pairs of snow
pants! God bless you!
Thank you so much for your generous support. We
appreciate you so much! Your gift has allowed us to feed
thousands of children, fix dozens of homes, and show the
message of Jesus throughout our community. We are so
thankful for your prayers and support! THANK YOU! Ken
Rogers & the Big Creek Staff
Without your support there would not be a WRVM to listen
to. So thank you for the part you have played in making
this radio ministry a reality to many who are still shut up in
their homes! Mike Cornell

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to the family
of Marie Wussow, 83, who passed away
on Monday, November 16.
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
101 W. Main St. PO Box 296
Gillett, WI 54124
Church Office (920) 855-6215
clockchurch@plbb.us www.clockchurch.org

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
Friday

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
By Appointment

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor Christopher Byars
pastorchrisbyars@outlook.com
(920)618-3450

Pastor

Rachel Block

Office

WATCH OUR SERVICES ONLINE!
If you can’t make it to church but still want to feel like you’re
there, you can watch the service LIVE each week. We
broadcast live on YouTube at 9:30 a.m. and upload the
video to Facebook (@clockchurch) to premier later Sunday
afternoon. You may also click the “MEDIA” tab at the top of
the Church website, www.clockchurch.org
and there are links to follow. * Also, if you click
Subscribe on YouTube or Like on Facebook
you will get notifications of all live streams or
videos posted.
If you need help finding anything, please stop
in or call the office.

December 2020
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